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ABSTRACT 


A new species of Erica from the southern Cape is described with illustrations. A new 
description of E. desmantha was made necessary from the study of material collected from a 
wide area, the type having been based on only one collection from an area not clearly defined. 


Erica hendricksei H. A. Baker sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) Callista. 
Fruticulus erectus, virgatus, circa 45 cm altus. Caules tenues sed robusti 
guum inter Restionaceae, aphylli. Rami pro parte maxima ad apice, ramulosi, 
pubescentes, glabrescentes. Folia 4—nata, 6—8 mm longa (petioli inclusi), 
erecto-patentia, arte imbricata, linearia, acuminata, carinata, leviter sulcata, 
rubromucronata, glabra, plerumgue ciliata. Flores terminales, subsessiles, 
solitaries; pedunculi 2 mm longi, pubescentes; bracteae medianae, foliaceae ad 
margines scariosos, ciliatae pilis longis et pilis brevioribus glanduliferis admixis, 
sulcato-carinatae, concavae. Sepala 8—9 mm longa, ad dimidium tubi corollae 
attingens, similia bracteis sed marginibus scariosus latioribus. Corolla circa 
13 mm longa, 1 mm lata ad basem, fauce aliquanto dilato, sicca, plus minusve 
minute hispidula; tubus primo luteo-viridis, cum lobis rubris, demum ruberes- 
cens ab apice versus fundum; lobi circa 6 mm longi, 4 mm lati, stellato-patentes, 
contorti, ovati, extra ruberi vel interdum rosei, intra lineolato-granulati, albi 
vel interdum rosei. Filamenta valde gracilia; antherae 3 mm longae, inclusae, 
propre basin dorsifixae, oblongae, obtusae, diluto-bruneolae, muticae; poro 
dimidium lobi aequante. Ovarium ovoideum, glabrum; stylus exsertus; stigma 
capitatum. 
Var. alba; A forma typica ita differt; apices mucronati foliorum, bracteorum 
et sepalorum diaphani, non rubri; flores parviores, tubus corollae 10—11 mm 
longus, perdilutus vel albus; albus in lateribus ambabus loborum; totum 
brunescens post maturitatem. 
Erect, virgate to 45 cm or so. Stems when, as normally, growing in large 
colonies amongst Restio in boggy conditions, long and bare. Branches mostly 
at the top of the stems, rather few, with numerous pubescent, glabrescent, 
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branchlets. Leaves 4—nate, 6—8 mm long (inclusive of petiole), erect-spreading, 
closely imbricate, linear-acuminate, keeled, faintly sulcate, with a red mucronate 
tip, glabrous, more or less ciliate. Flowers terminal, subsessile, solitary on 
short branchlets, more or less clustered together; peduncles 2 mm long, pubes- 
cent; bracts median, lanceolate, acuminate, foliaceous, scarious-edged, ciliate 
with long, soft, hairs and some short, glandular, hairs admixed, sulcate-keeled, 
concave, mucronate. Sepals 8—9 mm long reaching to more than half the length 
of the corolla-tube, similar to the bracts but with a broader scarious-edged base. 
Corolla about 13 mm long, 1 mm wide at the base, cylindrical, widening very 
slightly upwards, dry, more or less minutely hispidulous, the tube yellowish- 
green at first, with red, contorted lobes, becoming red from the top down as the 
flower matures; lobes about 6 mm long, 4 mm wide, stellato-patent, contorted, 
ovate, the outside red or rosy, the inside with a lineate-granulate indumentum, 
white but sometimes rosy when the colour appears between the white granules. 
Filaments very slender; anthers 3 mm long, included, basally-dorsifixed, oblong, 
obtuse, pale brownish-yellow, muticous; pore about half the cell. Ovary ovoid, 
glabrous; style included; stigma capitate. 

Var. alba; as the type but the mucronate tips of the leaves, bracts and sepals 
diaphanous, not red; the flowers smaller, the corolla-tube 10—11 mm long, 
very pale or whiteish, the lobes white on both surfaces, the whole turning brown 
after maturity, not red as in the type. 

CAPE PROVINCE. Caledon District. In the boggy edges of four or five marshes 
north of the Klein River mts. above Stanford at about 1,100 ft, Baker 2641 
(holotype in the Bolus Herbarium), Baker 2644 (paratype); var. blanda in 
adjacent marsh, Baker 2642 (holotype in Bolus Herbarium). 

Flowers late summer and autumn. 

This species has been collected previously only by Stokoe in 1926 in “Klein 
River Mts.” which may be the same locality or near to it. Stokoe s.n. (SAM 
69693) (NBG 37695). 

E. hendricksei resembles E. lawsonia Andr. in some respects and E. infundi- 
buliformis Andr. (Syn. E. pavettaeflora Salisb.) in others, hereafter referred to 
as (a) and (b) respectively. The corolla is not inflated below as in (a) and is 
narrower, the shape being more like that of (b) but much shorter and hispidulous. 
The sepals are longer compared with the corolla than in either and those in 
(b) are not scarious-edged. The colour is unlike either, the corolla-tube always 
being greenish-yellow at first. This feature is very conspicuous in the maturer 
buds in which the lobes are red or pink before opening out and this colour 
gradually spreads down the tube as the flower matures; the lobes are longer and 
broader and less acute than in either and vary in colour from red to pink on 
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Fic. 1. Erica hendriksei 1. Corolla; 2. do. top view; 3. Flower; 4. Sepal, spread out; 
5. Gynoecium; 6. Anther, side view. 
Del. H. A. Baker. 


the outside in the species to white in the var.; the inner surface is clothed with a 
multitude of little white granules arranged in lines, making it appear white 
but, sometimes, the colour seems to show through between the lines making it 
appear pink; after maturity they close up and become discoloured. The type 
specimen and the var. really represent the two extremes in colour variation, but 
the white var, occurs in a different marsh by itself. 
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Erica desmantha Benth. in D.C. Prodr. 7: 620 (1838); Guthrie & Bolus in 
Fl. Cap. 4:241 (1905). 

This fine, erect species grows, sometimes in large colonies, on the higher 
mountains of the South Western Cape. When Flora Capensis was written the 
only known material seems to have been the very small sprig in the Herbarium 
at Kew. This was collected by Masson, no locality given, and is Bentham’s type. 
Since then it has been collected in several localities in the Paarl, Stellenbosch 
and Caledon Districts and it has become apparent that it varies considerably 
in the shape and size of the floral parts in different areas and that the type form 
is, possibly, not the most common. The description in Flora Capensis has thus 
become not only obsolete but actually misleading since the main division in the 
key to the section, depending on the length of corolla being twice that of the 
sepals or more, is no longer valid. This character is very variable and often the 
corolla is distinctly calycine. 

The description following is based on the material now available. In the case 
of Stokoe 8336 and 7735, however, the corolla is so much different in shape that 
it has been found necessary to make a new variety. 


DESCRIPTION 


Erect, robust shrubs up to 1 m (3 ft) high. Branches with short, imbricate 
branchlets throughout, tomentose with hairs of mixed lengths, some of them 
branched. Leaves 3—nate, 4—6 mm long, more or less spreading, linear, sulcate, 
glabrous, very shortly setose-ciliate; petioles about 1:5 mm long. Flowers 
3—nate, terminal, calycine or subcalycine; peduncles 2—4 mm long, pubescent; 
bracts approximate, sepal-like but smaller and usually narrower. Sepals 2—4 mm 
long, erect or spreading, imbricate, the inner ovate-lanceolate or broad-ovate, 
the outer broad-ovate to suborbicular, concave, keeled and keel-tipped, the 
tip revolute above and gland-ciliate on the margins, setose-ciliate mainly on the 
middle portion, scarious, white, the colour, unlike that of the corolla, persistent 
long after maturity. Corolla 3—5 mm long, mostly obconic-tubular, subtetra- 
gonous, viscid above probably from the glands on the sepals, glabrous, white 
soon turning brown after maturity; lobes 2 mm long, continuous or slightly 
spreading at the tips, obtuse and, sometimes, crenulate. Filaments dilated below 
the anthers; anthers exserted, 1:5 mm long, subterminal, oblong, bipartite, 
black, muticous; pore large. Ovary oblong, glabrous; style exserted; stigma 
capitellate. 

Var. urceolata H. 4. Baker var. nov. like the type but Peduncles up to 6 mm 
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long. Sepals suborbicular, 4 mm long, 3 mm wide. Corolla broad-urceolate, 
5 mm long; lobes 1:5 mm long, slightly spreading at the tips, crenulate and 
retuse. 

A forma typica ita differt: Pedunculi ad 6 mm longi. Sepala suborbiculata, 
4 mm longa, 3 mm lata. Corolla late urceolata ad 5 mm longa; lobi 1:5 mm 
longi, leviter patentes apicibus, crenulati et retusi. 


DISTRIBUTION 

SOUTH ÁFRICA without locality, Masson. (Holotype in Herb. Kew.)! 

CAPE PROVINCE. Amongst dense vegetation in rather wet places from 2,500- 
5,000 ft). 

STELLENBOSCH DISTRICT. Dwarsberg, Jonkershoek, Rycroft 2124 June 1958 
(NBG); Banhoek Peak, S.E. slopes, Rourke 747, 31 March 1967 (NBG). 

CALEDON DISTRICT. Bushman’s Castle forest reserve, Stokoe 18649 April 
1927 (NBG, SAM) 41922; Somerset Sneeuwkop, Stokoe 5007 March 1937 
(BOL, NBG, SAM), Esterhuysen 27068 Feb. 1957 (BOL); Moordenaarskop, 
Stokoe s.n. (SAM 55385); Kogelberg, Stokoe 974, Aug. 1924 and Dec. 1923 
(BOL), Oliver s.n. Feb. 1966 (STE 30073), Rourke 315 Feb. 1966 (NBG); 
summit of Beacon Mt., near Betty’s Bay, Hangklip, Stokoe 7930 Apr. 1936 
(BOL); Palmiet River valley mountains, Stokoe 1922 (BOL); Emerald Dome, 
Esterhuysen 10098 Apr. 1944 (BOL). 

Note. For some Stokoe collections there is no date and three specimens 
collected at different places and times have the same number, 339, which has 
been omitted above. 

Var. urceolata, Klein river mts. east of Rockland Peak 2,500-3,000 ft. 


Stokoe 8336 May 1941, Holotype (NBG), Isotype (SAM 55073), Stokoe 7735 
Sept. 1940 (SAM, BOL). 


Flowering season. February to August. 
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The authors of “Ericas in Southern Africa”, which is to be published in the 
spring, have decided that, as this species is so very variable, the resurrection of 
E. follicularis Salisb. by Dulfer in Ann. Natur. Hist. Mus. Wien 68: 29 (1965) 
and the placing in it of two of the varieties of E. coccinea L., described in Flora 
Capensis under E. petiveri L., is undesirable. Of these vars. wi//denovii is the 
same as E. follicularis and so disappears. When Salter in Journ. S.A. Bot. 8: 
279 (1942) changed E. petiveri to E. coccinea he did not cite the basionyms of 
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the vars. and it is necessary, therefore, to make a comb. nov. for each, where 
not already done by Dulfer. 
The varieties of E. coccinea L. will now be: 
Var. pubescens (Bolus) Dulfer 1.c., 29 (1965\. 
Var. intermedia (Benth.) Dulfer 1.c. 
Var. willdenovii (Bolus) H. A. Baker comb. nov. 
E. petiveri var. B Thunb. Diss. Eric. 21 (1785), var. willdenovii Bolus in Fl. Cap. 
4: 47 (1905). 
Var. melastoma (Andr.) H. A. Baker comb. nov. 
E. melastoma Andr. Col. Heaths t. 37 (1802), Heathery t. 30 (1804). 
E. petiveri L. var. melastoma (Andr.) Benth. in D. C. Prodr. 7: 622 (1838). 
Var. inflata H. A. Baker in Journ. S.A. Bot. 24: 75 (1958). 


